Christmas Island frigatebird:
Workshop focusing on research
and management priorities
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A Christmas Island frigatebird. Photo: Parks Australia

Why is the
research needed?

This workshop was timely as there
was considerable uncertainty about
the population trends of the species
and the effect of various potential
threatening processes both on
Christmas Island and in the non-
breeding grounds in South East Asia
used by frigatebirds. At the same
time, the conservation advice for
the species was being drafted by
the Department of Environment
and Energy and accurate information
was needed to inform this process.

How will the
research help?

By bringing together all groups
working on the species, the workshop
helped to build a better understanding
of the status and current population
trends of the species and the level

of impact of the various threatening
processes the species experiences.
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From this, recommendations
for future research, monitoring
methods and management
actions were developed.

The workshop also informed

the development of an updated
conservation advice outlining the
way forward for proposed research,
management and monitoring
activities and providing a springboard
for ongoing collaborations.

A program of research and
monitoring has been developed
following the workshop, coordinated
by Parks Australia. It includes plans to
review methods for monitoring the
species in both its breeding and non-
breeding ranges, and a collaboration
being developed between Fauna

& Flora International-Indonesia
Programme, CSIRO Oceans and
Atmosphere and Parks Australia

to investigate foraging success of
frigatebirds in Indonesian waters.



Christmas Island frigatebird. Photo: Shah
Jahan CC BY-SA 4.0 Wikimedia Commons

What research activities
are being undertaken?

A workshop was held in Canberra in
March 2018. The workshop brought
together relevant people with an
interest in and knowledge of the
frigatebird including colleagues
from Indonesia and the Australasian
Seabird Group.

The workshop focused on:

« developing better understanding
of population trends

assessment of the relative
impacts and extent of threats,
on Christmas Island and in
non-breeding areas

identifying management options
to mitigate or eliminate the main
current and potential future threats

identifying future research needed
to fillimportant knowledge gaps

informing the development
of a conservation advice.

Who is involved?

The workshop brought together

a network of researchers and
managers from government agencies
and non-government conservation
organisations in Australia and
Indonesia, and was coordinated by
Parks Australia and Stephen Garnett
from Charles Darwin University.

Where is the
research happening?
The workshop was held in Canberra.

The Christmas Island frigatebird
breeds on Christmas Island and with
some dispersal in the non-breeding
season to South East Asian waters;
ongoing research, monitoring and
management will occur across this
range depending on the project.

When is the
research happening?

The workshop was held in
March 2018.
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Christmas Island Coastline. Photo: Nicki Mitchell

Further Information

For more information, please
contact:

Stephen Garnett
stephen.garnett@cdu.edu.au

This project is supported through funding from the Australian
Government's National Environmental Science Programme.




