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Where did we go? 

In September 2020 the Ngurrara Rangers led an eight day trip to Kuduarra (Well 46) on the Canning Stock Route to do a biodiversity survey. The convoy 
of eight cars included traditional owners for that area, Ngurrara Rangers, Karajarri Rangers and scientists from Environs Kimberley, 10 Deserts and the 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. The project also received support from scientists from the NESP Threatened Species Hub.  
 
Alfie Thirkal welcomed everyone to country at Lampa (Well 49) as we drove through, and when we arrived at Kuduarra (Well 46). We were lucky 
enough to have some clouds and even a bit of light rain at the beginning of the trip. We were also fortunate to have a camp cook, Steve Barnes, to 
prepare delicious meals for us. Apart from working around Kuduarra, we also drove down to visit Gravity Lakes.  

 

We want to understand what plants and animals live on country at different stages of regrowth after warlu (fire), from wuntara (recently burnt) to 
yurnara (old growth grass). To do this we set trapping lines to catch small mammals, lizards and snakes in sites with different aged jitapuru 
(spinifex), so we could learn how things change over time after a fire.  
  
This knowledge will help us plan our fire management. The Rangers are using controlled warlu fires during makurra (cool season) to try and stop 
parntulirriny (hot fires) during parranga (hot dry season). This fire management results in patches of jitapuru of many different ages across Ngurrara 
country.  
 
This trip allowed us to get out on country and visit sites with the rangers, traditional owners and project partners. We can also tell funders and the 
community what is happening to the plants and animals on country. 
 
This was our first trip investigating this question, which we will follow up in future years at Kuduarra. We had help from the Karajarri Rangers, who 
have been doing this kind of survey for two years with help from scientists from NESP Threatened Species Hub and Environs Kimberley. 

Why did we do the survey? 



Methods — how did we do the survey? 

Setting up the sites. Sometimes the ground was soft, other times like concrete! 

 

Drone image of the two fences  at a yurnara (old growth) site. 

When we arrived we drove around to see the age of the jitapuru spinifex in the 
areas around Kuduarra. We had selected Kuduarra as the rangers are doing 
focused fire management there, and by looking at satellite images we knew 
there were different ages of jitapuru close to the Kuduarra camp. 
 
We didn’t want it to get too complicated, so we restricted our sites only to the 
pirntirri (flat sandplains). In the future we would be interested in having sites 
on jilji (sand dunes).  
 
We ended up choosing four different stages of grass regeneration, or ages of 
jitapuru since fire, to see what animals live there:  
 Wuntara (recently burnt) 
 Waruwaru/Parrawa (early regrowth, resprouting grass / moderate 

regrowth after fire, burnt within  last 3 years, visibility of game still good) 
 Nyirrinyanu (grass is dense and mature, impedes the hunter and pierces 

the hunter’s skin) 
 Yurnara (old-growth, with accumulated dead grass) 
 
We set up 2 sites in the 4 different stages of jitapuru, and at each site we had 2 
x 50m fences with 10 buckets dug in the ground, 4 funnels laid alongside and 4 
camera traps for mammals.  
 
Altogether, we set up 800m of drift fence, 80 pitfall buckets, 32 funnel traps 
and 32 cameras.  
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 WARUWARU/PARRAWA  

 Laparnwarti (little) jitapuru 

 

 YURNARA  

 Jarlujangka (from long ago) jitapuru  

 WUNTARA  

 NYIRRINYANU 

 Yitilijanka (after rains) jitapuru  

BURNT:  

0 Years Ago 

BURNT:  

8+ Years Ago 

BURNT:  

4-8 Years Ago 

BURNT:  

1-3 Years Ago 
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